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Resumen

Con el nuevo currículo, implementado a partir del 2017, el Ministerio de Educación Pública busca mejorar
las habilidades de comunicación en el idioma inglés. Es por esto, que el MEP decidió añadir un proyecto
integrado, de manera formativa al final de cada periodo, donde se implementen los conocimientos
lingüísticos adquiridos, el cual se lleva a cabo al final del período. En este artículo, se detalla una técnica
aplicable a cualquier materia y en cualquier nivel. El objetivo es brindar a los docentes ideas que les
ayuden en su desarrollo metodológico y enseñar una clase donde el aprendizaje y las situaciones de la
vida cotidiana están presentes.
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Abstract

Abstract

With the new English curriculum, implemented since 2017, MEP authorities aim at improving student’s
performance in English. This is the reason why, an integrated project, with formative purposes, was
included to be carried out at the end of each term with the idea of putting into practice the linguistic
knowledge acquired. In this article, a technique that can be used for any integrated project with any
level and any subject is described. The objective is to provide teachers with ideas that help them in their
methodological development, and teach a class where learning and daily life situations are present.
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Thirty years ago, languages were taught differently than today. Grammar and spelling were the major
focus of the learning-teaching experience. In contrast, today learning is based on natural language context
situations, the development of phonological competence and the use of realia. To be a teacher means
a lot of profiles a human being can get. Teachers could be spontaneous, funny, artistic, empathic…, but
most of all, updated, professional and dynamic.
By the end of 2016, education authorities approved a new English curriculum. In this new
curriculum, teaching methodologies and approaches are aligned with international tendencies in ESL.
The new curriculum was validated by well-known national English teachers and advisors, experts from
around the world and Peace Corps volunteers. The design of a new curriculum answers the necessity to
enhance the ESL all over the country; its aim is to provide students with updated knowledge, skills and
linguistic abilities for the 21st century, in order to communicate in different contexts successfully.

A small contrast of
English tecahing in Costa Rica
The old and new English curricula were written under teaching approaches designed and
implemented by experts in the subject. While the previous program applied the communicative
approach, the new curriculum is focused on the Action- Oriented Approach. In the previous curriculum,
communication in the target language and the use of realia, were the aims. However, it was noticed
the accuracy of the language in the classroom, but not outside of it. There was certain impossibility of
some students to communicate in social contexts like accepting invitations, promising, writing messages,
talking about current news, etc.
Some of the main principles of the Communicative Approach are;
1. The focus is on the process of communication rather than mastery the language.
2. Language as it is used in a natural context
3. The grammar and vocabulary that the students learn follow from the function, situational
context and the roles of the participants.
4. Promoting communication is one of the teacher’s responsibilities.
5. Promote among students cooperative relationships.

Nevertheless, the Action -Oriented Approach aims to provide learners with a natural context
for language usage (Larsen-Freeman, D., 2000, p. 144). The new MEP curriculum has defined social
language skills as a priority. This fact allow teachers and students to create scenarios where language
can be used accurately. In addition, realia must not be forgotten; real world audio tracks, articles from
real newspapers or magazines, real life situations are some of the resources that the AOA (Action Oriented Approach) require to be applied in our classrooms. In this way, teachers are able to provide an
atmosphere where students can implement their knowledge introduced in the Pre-teaching stage.
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The main features of the Action- Oriented Approach are:
1. The class has a clear purpose and outcome.
2. The pre-tasks help students to picture what they have to do in future tasks individually.
3. Students received feedback in their level of performance in completing the task.
4. Students have more opportunity for authentic and meaningful interaction (use of realia)
and enabling communicative activities (real-life and task-based).
5. Language performances respond to language functions carried out in specific scenarios.
Moreover, this is the reason why this approach is needed to be implemented in our lessons.
Students need to experience in the classroom a similar natural context in order to develop linguistic and
social skills rather than the explicit teaching or exposure of grammatical rules.
Something to point out with the new English curriculum is the Integrated Project which is a
formative, skill-integrated performance as well as a didactic and assessment strategy performed in
the class environment (Ministerio de Educación Pública (2005) Programa de Estudio de Inglés Tercer
Ciclo y Educación Diversificada Académico. p. 210). The Integrated Project is a useful strategy to be
implemented in class because it allows the application of linguistic knowledge and social skills used
during the term.
As said above, a teacher’s characteristic is to be dynamic. With this in mind, a technique for the
integrated project is to use a collage. The technique is called A collage for every class. As the name of
the strategy says, a collage is the means to develop the integrated project. Although, it is a very simple
proposal, teachers can use the same strategy over and over depending on the teacher’s purpose and
subjects; the strategy might present some changes, focuses and purposes
The technique was presented in December, 2017; in a teaching techniques fair at Metodista High
School. Several teachers from different subjects, such as Social Studies, Biology, Spanish among others;
shown their interest in this teaching tool. Surprisingly, they expressed how diverse and multitasking this
idea was. Some of them said “I am going to implement this idea in my class”; clearly, this idea of collages
in class was for English teachers, but other areas found it useful for their interests.

Proposal for the Integrated
Project in the new English curriculum
Following, the technique will be described (step by step) and some evidence will be provided.
1-After the function Asking for and giving information about tourism, telling people the time, day
and/or date and for repetition and clarification was taught in class, the teacher prepares the integrated
project based in this function. The collage is a visual support that students can use to link the pictures
with ideas previously rehearsed. In addition, the teacher has to bring brochures to the class; this is, to
picture in students’ minds what tourist information looks like (brush on up this again).
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2-Planning the Integrated Project. Combine oral and written comprehension with oral and written
production, according to the purpose of the lesson (which in this case, is the project). Do not forget to
include the enduring understanding and the essential question in your plan.
3-In class, explain to your students that they have to bring pictures related to tourist attractions),
glue, scissors, paper, etc. to work on the project at the end of the term. As part of this activity, students
should bring clothes (according to this situation) to make the learning experience more vividly.
4-Begin the class by sharing the learning goals and essential question with your students. Also,
explain the expected outcome by the end of the project.
5-The teacher sets the situation. Students get in couples or in trios. One of them plays the role
of a tourist guide and the rest of the members are tourists coming abroad. The student with the tourist
guide role is in charged of providing tourist information about touristic places, tourist attractions, tourist
activities, etc. that can be enjoyed in these places. The students with the tourist roles have to ask for
information and/or any other details. The aim of the activity is to create an information exchange under a
controlled natural language context between the parts.
6-The teacher points out the grammar that should be used in the scenario (taken from the new
program). Also, it is recommended to provide some examples to illustrate students with what they should
do. Next, the Learn to know and the Learn to do are described:
Learn to know

Learn to do
•

Asking for and giving information

•

Simple present

•

Prepositions of place

about tourism, telling people the time,

•

Prepositions of time, including in/on/at

day and/or date and for repetition and
clarification.

(Ministerio de Educación Pública, Programa de Estudio de Inglés Tercer Ciclo y Educación Diversificada Académico . 2017,
p. 98).

7-Students make the collage. In this stage, let students be creative with their collages. Remember
one of the principles of the Action Oriented Approach:“A great degree of autonomy is placed on the
learner”. Do not forget, the collage is a visual source, so pictures should be a support to enhance their
spoken production.
8-Once the collage is ready, set again the context and ask your students to plan their presentation.
On top of that, it is strongly recommended to follow the Spoken Interaction stages pointed out in the
new English curriculum. These are planning, elaborating, rehearsing, interacting and evaluating, later
described in this Integrated Project guide.
9-During the Interacting and Evaluating stages, students present their oral presentation. The
teacher provides feedback at the end of every presentation or at the end of all presentations. The teacher
might create a scoring sheet to provide a more objective feedback to students´ performance.
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Features about
the strategy
During the process of this activity, there was a lot of interaction, creativity and English spoken production.
The role of the collage in the integrated project yielded positive results. Some of them were:
1. Information exchange. Throughout the activity, students exchanged information related to touristic
activities and applied the Learn to know
2. Students found out new vocabulary which could be applied in real life scenarios.
3. Interaction was in every part of the project. Even in the making of the collage, students talked about
the places they have visited or how interesting it could be to visit some of these places.
4. This activity allowed students to share among them and, while doing so, they listened to each other
and became aware of the target language and the main goal, which was to give information about
specific topics.
Therefore, all the competencies acquired through learning experiences and connected to the functions,
vocabulary, grammar, social skills, among others could be assimilated into their knowledge of the target language
to be used later. However, some difficulties to carry out a project like this might be the time to develop the activity.
Unfortunately, a two- lesson English class is not enough to complete this technique. It might take from four to
five lessons (40 minutes each lesson) to develop the activity completely. Nevertheless, the results were, with no
question at all, satisfactory.

Conclusions
On August 13th, 2018; the government and several national authorities of education, Ministerio de
Eduación Pública (MEP), Instituto Nacional de Aprendizaje (INA), Ministerio de la Presidencia and several
private organizations, agreed to set the English teaching in the country as a “national priority”. Taking this into
account, the government has implemented several actions to fulfill this announcement. It is a fact that with this
new English curriculum, students can reach a higher performance than they do now. According to Uccaep (Unión
Costarricense de Cámaras y Asociaciones del Sector Empresarial Privado), a population with better English
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performance will be an attractive place for investors allowing more economic benefits and higher job
opportunities.
In summary, the Action- Oriented Approach is a complementary approach to the communicative
approach in terms of social aspects. In the Action- Oriented Approach, tasks are oriented to the social life
(OndokuzMayıs University, 2016. P, 6). With this curriculum, students and teachers are more precise in
the target language. The focus is to interact with others just as they do in a natural context and to develop
tasks imitating a real life situation. The technique described is a resource that teachers and students can
use to improve their performance in the English language learning process.
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